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Persuasive Reading:  Excerpts from Primary Source Document—
The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen

Part I: Pre-reading: In the space below, write one paragraph about social conditions in Pre-Revolutionary France.  Be sure to talk about the different estates, taxation, percentage of the population of each estate, prices within France, and differences in living conditions between the monarchy and the common person. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part II:  Read the following Excerpts from the Declaration of the Rights of Man.  As you read, write in your own words what each of these rights mean in the space provided. 

Excerpts from: Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, 26 August 1789

The representatives of the French people, constituted as a National Assembly, and considering that ignorance, neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole causes of public misfortunes and governmental corruption, have resolved to set forth in a solemn declaration the natural, inalienable and sacred rights of man: 

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. 
This means: ___________________________________________________________________
2. The purpose of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression. 

This means: ___________________________________________________________________
6. The law is the expression of the general will. All citizens have the right to take part, in person or by their representatives, in its formation. It must be the same for everyone whether it protects or penalizes. 

This means: _________________________________________________________________
9. Every man being presumed innocent until judged guilty, if it is deemed indispensable to arrest him, all rigor unnecessary to securing his person should be severely repressed by the law.

This means: __________________________________________________________________
10. No one should be disturbed for his opinions, even in religion, provided that their manifestation does not trouble public order as established by law. 

This means: __________________________________________________________________
11. The free communication of thoughts and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man. Every citizen may therefore speak, write, and print freely, if he accepts his own responsibility for any abuse of this liberty in the cases set by the law. 

This means: __________________________________________________________________
14. All citizens have the right, by themselves or through their representatives, to have demonstrated to them the necessity of public taxes, to consent to them freely, to follow the use made of the proceeds, and to determine the means of apportionment, assessment, and collection, and the duration of them. 

This means: _________________________________________________________________

Part III:  Keeping in mind both the social conditions in pre-revolutionary France and the rights that are stated in the Declaration of the Rights of Man compose one well-written paragraph that answers ALL of the following questions: 
· What are the authors of this document attempting to persuade people (especially King Louis XVI) in Revolutionary France to do? Give three specific examples. 

· Were the authors of this document successful in persuading King Louis XVI and the members of the first and second estate to give these rights to all citizens of France?  Be sure to give evidence for your opinion. 

· Knowing that today France is a democracy where people have many rights similar to those that people in the US have, were the authors of this document successful over the long term in persuading future French governments to give these rights to all citizens of France?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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