Disco\zéry of Ardi -~ Against All Odds, Ardi Eme‘rges

The fi rst fragmentary specimens of Ardlplthecus were found at Ethopia m 1992 but it took 15 years
before the research team could fully analyze and publish the skeleton, because the fOSSl[S were in

such bad shape,

After Ard i died, hei remalns apparentiy were. trampled down into mud by hippos and otherpassing
herbivores. M]Iltons of years latef, erosion: brought the badly crushed and distorted bones backto

the: sun‘ace

' They were: so 'raglle they would tum to. dust at a toueh To save the pre01ous fragments scientists
’removed'th s along-with: thelr‘surroundmg rock. Then,:in‘a lab: the researchers careful[y
bones fromithe-rock-using-a neadle. under a: oscope proceedmg "mimmeter by
hIS process alone took 'seVeraE years ’ : :

,.subnﬁiflirnete

ln the end tn r_esearch team recox_{ered more than 125 }.‘Jl@CG ofthe ske!eton mcludmg much of

I'so. :t took severai _,years to
- VremOVe Ardl s bones from. the
o ‘V'rock ) S




Ardi Discovered, Continued

- Dlrectlons. Read about Ard/ s movement and compfete the exercise on Claims:and Evidence

below,

Ardl's Weird Way of Moving

The‘ biggest surprise-abolt Ardipithecus's biolagy is iié‘fbizzirre means of ’movlh'g ‘about.

Al previously known homlmds—members of our’ ancestral lineage—walled. upright on fwo [egs like-us. Bt Ardi's feet,

. pe!ws -legs, and hands suggest she was a biped on. i

walk btpeda]ly on the ground,_though Iess eﬁlmentlyt

c"—j"\

;According to the: ,researchers the pelws'sh ,-ws a

round bul a quadfuped when moving about in the tiegs:

i

: Her big toe, for instance, splays out from her foot hke an. apes ti betterio grasp trée fimbs. Unllke a ¢chimpanzee foot,

nsidé a-tendon, passed down from: more- primitive ancestors, thal
ifications: to the other toes ‘the bone would have helped Ardi

[ater homrnlds lke 1§ cy l'he horie was. lost in.the fineages of’

however,, Ardfp(thecuss contains ‘a specral smiall bon
keeps the divergent toe morerigid: Comblned with

chimmps and gonllas

»ﬂarmg bones of the upper pelws

fimd:s"ai_r;of,;tr’ai_ts.-,f_Tbé

”,'s hanglng and s "from branches and knuokie walkmg

nstance the wrlsts and-fi nger jomts of Ardfpdhecus were hlghiy ,
5 she maved about ln th&trees—more Ilke some pnmmve

tage inour evolutlon that nobody knew about " sald Qwen
who analyzed Ardi's bones below the neck "It changes

A0 -Wha he i:siupports’ t’bi§ claim?

3. What is "it;about::A;difs; Wn?sftslthat»suppotts this claim?




