U.S. History 2nd Semester    

The Treaty of Versailles Activity

Mr. Sanders 

3 of 3

President Woodrow Wilson was invited to the Peace Conference as a member of the Big Four ( Great Britain, France, the United States, and Italy).  He arrived at the conference with a plan for peace known as the 14 Points.  Two of the most important ideas were found in articles 10-14.  
· X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous development. 
· XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and international guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several Balkan states should be entered into. 
· XII. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development, and the Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under international guarantees. 
· XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea, and whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international covenant. 

· Question 1. Evaluate the above articles and explain what self-determination is.

· Question 2. Why would self-determination prevent war?

Article 14 introduced Wilson’s most important contribution to world peace.  Read the following article and answer the questions.  

· XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.

· Question 3.  What did Wilson want to establish?
· Question 4. How would this prevent war?

After helping to negotiate the Treaty of Versailles Wilson returned to the United States to present the Treaty to the Senate for ratification.  The most controversial part of the Treaty was the establishment of the League of Nations.  Analyze the following political cartoons to discover the different views of the Treaty.  
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· Question 5.   How does the artist view the League of Nations?
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Question 6. How does the artist view the League of Nations?  
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· Question 7.  How does the artist view the League of Nations? 

Read the following:
· “An evident principle runs through the whole program I have outlined. It is the principle of justice to all peoples and nationalities, and their right to live on equal terms of liberty and safety with one another, whether they be strong or weak.  Unless this principle be made its foundation no part of the structure of international justice can stand. …The moral climax of this the culminating and final war for human liberty has come, and they are ready to put their own strength, their own highest purpose, their own integrity and devotion to the test.”

· Question8. Explain the meaning behind each quote.  
· Question 9. What does Wilson want to accomplish?
Read the following qoutes:
· “We should not have our politics distracted and embittered by the dissensions of other lands.  We should not have our country’s vigor exhausted , or her moral force abated, by everlasting meddling and muddling in every quarrel, great and small, which afflicts the world…” Henry Cabot Lodge, 1919 speech explaining his objections to the League of Nations
· “America has arisen to a position where she is respected and admitted by the entire world.  She did it by minding her own business…the European and American systems do not agree.” William Borah, 1919 Speech in Brooklyn opposing the League of Nations

· Question 10. What is the reason behind the strong opposition to the League of Nations?
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