U.S. History 1st Semester   

                                              Debating the Dawes Act Activity
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The Dawes Act controversy
Pretend that you are being brought before a Congressional Committee in 1900 to re-evaluate the Dawes Act, and to hear alternative plans. 
Debate Overview:
· Two opposing sides will debate the Dawes Act
· The affirmative team will support the Act, the negative team will argue against the Act.
Resolved: That the Dawes Act was the result of well-intentioned reformers who had reasonable expectations that it would improve life for American Indians. 

Group 1 – Affirmative team (For)

· Read and highlight the Dawes Act. 

· Defend the Dawes Act using main points

· Use pictures, maps or other technology

Group 2 – Negative Team (Against)
· Read and highlight the Dawes Act.
· Brainstorm alternative legislation to the Dawes Act and present it.

· Use pictures maps or other technology
Guiding Questions
· Who were the most active sponsors of the Dawes Act? 
· Were the sponsors aware of whether or not the kind of land allotted under the Dawes Act was actually suitable for farming? 
· Was it unreasonable to believe that private property and farming were superior to communally held land devoted to hunting, gathering and/or farming? 
· What role, if any, did Indians themselves play in arguing for or against the Dawes Act? 
· What happened to land not allotted to Indians? What does this show about possible motives of the plan? 
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