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French Revolution

For this assignment you are going to need to pretend.  Use your imagination, I know that you can.  It is the year 1810.  You are 35 years old and have just lived through the French Revolution.  Napoleon’s government has just asked you to write a letter for the French National Museum telling people what was life was like during the French Revolution.  This letter will be put into a time capsule and sealed, not to be opened until the year 2005.   
In this letter you must write at least one paragraph on each of the following topics: 

1) Introduction (10 points)

a. Introduce yourself (name, occupation, estate you were in prior to the revolution, your family, etc.)

b. Introduce the purpose of the letter. 

2) Life in France Before the Revolution—include AT LEAST information on the following things (25 points): 

a. The Estates (what are they, who is in them, who’s taxed, population)

b. Economic problems 

c. Leadership problems 

3) Life in France During the Revolution—include AT LEAST information on the following things (25 points): 

a. Actions of the National Assembly

b. Bastille 

c. Marat

d. Violence and riots (why?) 

e. War with Austria and Prussia (why?)

f. Actions of the Legislative Assembly

g. Fate of Louis XVI And Marie Antoinette

h. Robespierre

i. Reign of Terror (what is it, who is being sent to Guillotine) 

4) Life in France AFTER the Revolution during the reign of Napoleon--—include AT LEAST information on the following things (25 points): 

a. How he rises to power

b. Changes in France under his rule

c. Napoleonic Code 

d. Effects of the Battle of Trafalgar

e. Size of Napoleon’s Empire

f. Effects of retreat from Moscow

g. Waterloo

h. St. Helena

5) Conclusion (10 points)

a. Explain what you think that the future may hold
b. Explain the lessons you learned about government and revolution.
c. Re-explain your purpose in writing this letter for future generations. 
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